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"These notes are about the process of design: the process of inventing things which display new physical
order, organization, form, in response to function." This book, opening with these words, presents an entirely
new theory of the process of design.

In the first part of the book, Mr. Alexander discusses the process by which a form is adapted to the context of
human needs and demands that has called it into being. He shows that such an adaptive process will be
successful only if it proceeds piecemeal instead of all at once. It is for this reason that forms from traditional
unselfconscious cultures, molded not by designers but by the slow pattern of changes within tradition, are so
beautifully organized and adapted. When the designer, in our own self-conscious culture, is called on to
create a form that is adapted to its context he is unsuccessful, because the preconceived categories out of
which he builds his picture of the problem do not correspond to the inherent components of the problem, and
therefore lead only to the arbitrariness, willfulness, and lack of understanding which plague the design of
modern buildings and modern cities.

In the second part, Mr. Alexander presents a method by which the designer may bring his full creative
imagination into play, and yet avoid the traps of irrelevant preconception. He shows that, whenever a
problem is stated, it is possible to ignore existing concepts and to create new concepts, out of the structure of
the problem itself, which do correspond correctly to what he calls the subsystems of the adaptive process. By
treating each of these subsystems as a separate subproblem, the designer can translate the new concepts into
form. The form, because of the process, will be well-adapted to its context, non-arbitrary, and correct.

The mathematics underlying this method, based mainly on set theory, is fully developed in a long appendix.
Another appendix demonstrates the application of the method to the design of an Indian village.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

This Notes on the Synthesis of Form tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Notes on the Synthesis of Form can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Notes on the Synthesis
of Form giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Susannah Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this Notes on the Synthesis of Form.

Rose Watkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Notes on the Synthesis of Form book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Notes on the Synthesis of Form as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Marilyn Perez:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Notes on the Synthesis of Form. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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