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The author of American Nations examines the history of and solutions to the key American question:
how best to reconcile individual liberty with the maintenance of a free society

The struggle between individual rights and the good of the community as a whole has been the basis of
nearly every major disagreement in our history, from the debates at the Constitutional Convention and in the
run up to the Civil War to the fights surrounding the agendas of the Federalists, the Progressives, the New
Dealers, the civil rights movement, and the Tea Party. In American Character, Colin Woodard traces these
two key strands in American politics through the four centuries of the nation’s existence, from the first
colonies through the Gilded Age, Great Depression and the present day, and he explores how different
regions of the country have successfully or disastrously accommodated them. The independent streak found
its most pernicious form in the antebellum South but was balanced in the Gilded Age by communitarian
reform efforts; the New Deal was an example of a successful coalition between communitarian-minded
Eastern elites and Southerners.

Woodard argues that maintaining a liberal democracy, a society where mass human freedom is possible,
requires finding a balance between protecting  individual liberty and nurturing a free society. Going to either
libertarian or collectivist extremes results in tyranny. But where does the “sweet spot” lie in the United
States, a federation of disparate regional cultures that have always strongly disagreed on these issues?
Woodard leads readers on a riveting and revealing journey through four centuries of struggle,
experimentation, successes and failures to provide an answer. His historically informed and pragmatic
suggestions on how to achieve this balance and break the nation’s  political deadlock will be of interest to
anyone who cares about the current American predicament—political, ideological, and sociological.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Here thing why this American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the
Common Good are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. American Character: A
History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with
American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good
in e-book can be your alternative.

Ellen Wirth:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good, you
may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Natalie Renz:

Precisely why? Because this American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty
and the Common Good is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

John Hicks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?



Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between
Individual Liberty and the Common Good why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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