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In a powerful challenge to conventional wisdom, Philip Hamburger argues that the separation of church and
state has no historical foundation in the First Amendment. The detailed evidence assembled here shows that
eighteenth-century Americans almost never invoked this principle. Although Thomas Jefferson and others
retrospectively claimed that the First Amendment separated church and state, separation became part of
American constitutional law only much later.

Hamburger shows that separation became a constitutional freedom largely through fear and prejudice.
Jefferson supported separation out of hostility to the Federalist clergy of New England. Nativist Protestants
(ranging from nineteenth-century Know Nothings to twentieth-century members of the K.K.K.) adopted the
principle of separation to restrict the role of Catholics in public life. Gradually, these Protestants were joined
by theologically liberal, anti-Christian secularists, who hoped that separation would limit Christianity and all
other distinct religions. Eventually, a wide range of men and women called for separation. Almost all of
these Americans feared ecclesiastical authority, particularly that of the Catholic Church, and, in response to
their fears, they increasingly perceived religious liberty to require a separation of church from state.
American religious liberty was thus redefined and even transformed. In the process, the First Amendment
was often used as an instrument of intolerance and discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Separation of Church
and State to read.

Nancy Wiersma:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
Separation of Church and State.

Jewel Williams:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a e-
book. The book Separation of Church and State it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Cora Spillane:

Beside that Separation of Church and State in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Separation of Church and State because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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