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Does imagery help or hinder the enlightenment experience? Does awakening involve the imagination or not?
Can art ever fully represent the realization of buddahood? In this study, Pamela D. Winfield offers a
fascinating comparison of two pre-modern Japanese Buddhist masters and their views on the role of imagery
in the enlightenment experience. Kukai (774-835) believed that real and imagined forms were indispensable
to his new esoteric Mikky? method for "becoming a Buddha in this very body" (sokushin jobutsu), yet he
also deconstructed the significance of such imagery in his poetic and doctrinal works. Conversely, Dogen
(1200-1253) believed that "just sitting" in Zen meditation without any visual props or mental elaborations
could lead one to realize that ''this very mind is Buddha'' (sokushin zebutsu), but he also privileged select Zen
icons as worthy of veneration. In considering the nuanced views of both Kukai and Dogen anew, Winfield
updates previous comparisons of their oeuvres and engages their texts and images together for the first time.
In so doing, she liberates them from past sectarian scholarship that has pigeon-holed them into
iconographic/ritual vs. philological/philosophical categories. She also restores the historical symbiosis
between religious thought and artistic expression that was lost in the nineteenth-century disciplinary
distinction between religious studies and art history. Finally, Winfield breaks new methodological ground by
proposing space and time as organizing principles for analyzing both meditative experience and
visual/material culture. As a result, this study presents a wider and deeper vision of how Japanese Buddhists
themselves understood the role of imagery before, during, and after awakening.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Bell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen
on the Art of Enlightenment ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Icons and Iconoclasm in
Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism:
Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Mary Jones:

The event that you get from Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of
Enlightenment will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Icons and Iconoclasm in
Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese
Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment instantly.

Charles Wagoner:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai
and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mark Morrow:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year



ended up being exactly added. This publication Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and
Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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