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The story of Jackie Robinson valiantly breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 is one that most Americans
know. But less recognized is the fact that some seventy years earlier, following the Civil War, baseball was
tenuously biracial and had the potential for a truly open game. How, then, did the game become so firmly
segregated that it required a trailblazer like Robinson? The answer, Ryan A. Swanson suggests, has
everything to do with the politics of “reconciliation” and a wish to avoid the issues of race that an integrated
game necessarily raised.
 
The history of baseball during Reconstruction, as Swanson tells it, is a story of lost opportunities. Thomas
Fitzgerald and Octavius Catto (a Philadelphia baseball tandem), for example, were poised to emerge as
pioneers of integration in the 1860s. Instead, the desire to create a “national game”—professional and
appealing to white Northerners and Southerners alike—trumped any movement toward civil rights. Focusing
on Philadelphia, Washington DC, and Richmond—three cities with large African American populations and
thriving baseball clubs—Swanson uncovers the origins of baseball’s segregation and the mechanics of its
implementation. An important piece of sports history, his work also offers a better understanding of
Reconstruction, race, and segregation in America.    
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From reader reviews:

Michael Joslyn:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled When
Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime giving you one more experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kenneth Poor:

When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime yet
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Yolanda Matlock:

This When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime is great
book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or
we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Joseph Franson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own



personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction,
Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime.
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