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The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who ruled the Dominican Republic from 1930 until his assassination in
1961, was one of the longest and bloodiest in Latin American history. The Dictator’s Seduction is a cultural
history of the Trujillo regime as it was experienced in the capital city of Santo Domingo. Focusing on
everyday forms of state domination, Lauren Derby describes how the regime infiltrated civil society by
fashioning a “vernacular politics” based on popular idioms of masculinity and fantasies of race and class
mobility. Derby argues that the most pernicious aspect of the dictatorship was how it appropriated quotidian
practices such as gossip and gift exchange, leaving almost no place for Dominicans to hide or resist.

Drawing on previously untapped documents in the Trujillo National Archives and interviews with
Dominicans who recall life under the dictator, Derby emphasizes the role that public ritual played in
Trujillo’s exercise of power. His regime included the people in affairs of state on a massive scale as never
before. Derby pays particular attention to how events and projects were received by the public as she
analyzes parades and rallies, the rebuilding of Santo Domingo following a major hurricane, and the staging
of a year-long celebration marking the twenty-fifth year of Trujillo’s regime. She looks at representations of
Trujillo, exploring how claims that he embodied the popular barrio antihero the tíguere (tiger) stoked a
fantasy of upward mobility and how a rumor that he had a personal guardian angel suggested he was
uniquely protected from his enemies. The Dictator’s Seduction sheds new light on the cultural contrivances
of autocratic power.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Freeman:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Dictator's
Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global
Interactions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Melinda Gregory:

The actual book The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Kerry Erdman:

Beside this specific The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Lorenzo Davis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular
Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global Interactions) or even others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Dictator's
Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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