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The divination baskets of south Central Africa are woven for a specific purpose. The baskets, known as
lipele, contain sixty or so small articles, from seeds, claws, and minuscule horns to wooden carvings. Each
article has its own name and symbolic meaning, and collectively they are known as jipelo. For the Luvale
and related peoples, the lipele is more than a container of souvenirs; it is a tool, a source of crucial
information from the ancestral past and advice for the future.

In Along an African Border, anthropologist Sónia Silva examines how Angolan refugees living in Zambia
use these divination baskets to cope with daily life in a new land. Silva documents the special processes
involved in weaving the baskets and transforming them into oracles. She speaks with diviners who make
their living interpreting lipele messages and speaks also with their knowledge-seeking clients. To the Luvale,
these baskets are capable of thinking, hearing, judging, and responding. They communicate by means of
jipelo articles drawn in configurations, interact with persons and other objects, punish wrongdoers, assist
people in need, and, much like humans, go through a life course that is marked with an initiation ceremony
and a special burial. The lipele functions in a state between object and person.

Notably absent from lipele divination is any discussion or representation in the form of symbolic objects of
the violence in Angola or the Luvale's relocation struggles—instead, the consultation focuses on age-old
personal issues of illness, reproduction, and death. As Silva demonstrates in this sophisticated and richly
illustrated ethnography, lipele help people maintain their links to kin and tradition in a world of transience
and uncertainty.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Along an
African Border: Angolan Refugees and Their Divination Baskets (Contemporary Ethnography) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Along an African
Border: Angolan Refugees and Their Divination Baskets (Contemporary Ethnography)is the main of several
books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this particular book.

Donald Dickens:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Along
an African Border: Angolan Refugees and Their Divination Baskets (Contemporary Ethnography).

Clarence McKeever:

You may get this Along an African Border: Angolan Refugees and Their Divination Baskets (Contemporary
Ethnography) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply
by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Coleen Isabel:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Along an African Border: Angolan Refugees and Their Divination Baskets
(Contemporary Ethnography) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be



creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Along an African Border: Angolan Refugees and Their
Divination Baskets (Contemporary Ethnography). You can more inviting than now.
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