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In 1978, the Social and Demographic Research Institute of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
received a grant from the National Institute of Justice to undertake a comprehensive review of the literature
on weapons, crime, and violence in the United States. The purpose of the project is best described as a
"sifting and winnowing" of the claims and counterclaims from both sides of the Great American Gun
War—the perennial struggle in American political life over what to do, if anything, about guns, about
violence, and about crime. The review and analysis of the available studies consumed the better part of three
years; the results of this work are contained in this volume.

The intention of any review is to take stock of the available fund of knowledge in some topical area. Under
the Gun is no different: our goal has been to glean from the volumes of previous studies those facts that, in
our view, seem firmly and certainly established; those hypotheses that seem adequately supported by, or at
least approximately consistent with, the best available research evidence; and those areas or topics about
which, it seems, we need to know a lot more than we do. One of our major conclusions can be stated in
advance: despite the large number of studies that have been done, many critically important questions have
not been adequately researched, and some of them have not been examined at all.

Much of the available research in the area of weapons and crime has been done by advocates for one or
another policy position. As a consequence, the manifest intent of many "studies" is to persuade rather than to
inform. We have tried to approach the topic from a purely agnostic point of view, treating as an open
question what policies should be enacted with regard to gun, or crime, control. Thus, we have tried to judge
each study on its own merits, on the basis of the routine standards normally applied to social-scientific
research, and not on the basis of how effectively it argues for a particular policy direction. It would, of
course, be presumptuous to claim that we have set aside all our own biases in conducting this study. Whether
or not our treatment is fair and objective is clearly something for the reader, and not us, to decide.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific Under the Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in
America to read.

Ian Coghlan:

This book untitled Under the Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in America to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Armando Mosley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Under the
Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in America your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The Under the Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in America giving you one more
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Matthew Hansen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Under the Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in America this guide consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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