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A groundbreaking work of history that explicates Thomas Jefferson’s vision of himself, the American
Revolution, Christianity, slavery, and race.

Thomas Jefferson is often portrayed as a hopelessly enigmatic figure?a riddle?a man so riven with
contradictions that he is almost impossible to know. Lauded as the most articulate voice of American
freedom and equality, even as he held people?including his own family?in bondage, Jefferson is variably
described as a hypocrite, an atheist, or a simple-minded proponent of limited government who expected all
Americans to be farmers forever.

Now, Annette Gordon-Reed teams up with America's leading Jefferson scholar, Peter S. Onuf, to present an
absorbing and revealing character study that dispels the many clichés that have accrued over the years about
our third president. Challenging the widely prevalent belief that Jefferson remains so opaque as to be
unknowable, the authors?through their careful analysis, painstaking research, and vivid prose?create a
portrait of Jefferson, as he might have painted himself, one "comprised of equal parts sun and shadow" (Jane
Kamensky).

Tracing Jefferson's philosophical development from youth to old age, the authors explore what they call the
"empire" of Jefferson's imagination?an expansive state of mind born of his origins in a slave society, his
intellectual influences, and the vaulting ambition that propelled him into public life as a modern avatar of the
Enlightenment who, at the same time, likened himself to a figure of old?"the most blessed of the patriarchs."
Indeed, Jefferson saw himself as a "patriarch," not just to his country and mountain-like home at Monticello
but also to his family, the white half that he loved so publicly, as well as to the black side that he claimed to
love, a contradiction of extraordinary historical magnitude.

Divided into three sections, "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs" reveals a striking personal dimension to his
life. Part I, "Patriarch," explores Jeffersons's origins in Virgina; Part II, " 'Traveller,' " covers his five-year
sojourn to Paris; and Part III, "Enthusiast," delves insightfully into the Virginian's views on Christianity,
slavery, and race. We see not just his ideas and vision of America but come to know him in an almost
familial way, such as through the importance of music in his life.

"Most Blessed of the Patriarchs" fundamentally challenges much of what we’ve come to accept about
Jefferson, neither hypocrite nor saint, atheist nor fundamentalist. Gordon-Reed and Onuf, through a close
reading of Jefferson’s own words, reintroduce us all to our most influential founding father: a man more
gifted than most, but complicated in just the ways we all are.

15 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

The book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the
Imagination being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jon Pittenger:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept "Most Blessed
of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas
Jefferson and the Empire of the Imaginationis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Macie Tiffany:

"Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the
Imagination but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.

Kelly Jackson:

The book untitled "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read



this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.
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