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A 2001 Christianity Today Book of the Year! While patristic commentary on St. Paul's shorter letters--
Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, the Pastorals and Philemon--was not so extensive as that on his longer letters,
certain passages in these letters proved particularly important in doctrinal disputes and practical church
matters. Pivotal in controversies with the Arians and the Gnostics, the most commented-upon christological
text amid these letters was Colossians 1:15-20, where Jesus is declared "the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation." In other texts scattered throughout the Pastorals, the fathers found ample support
for the divinity of the Son and the Spirit and for the full union of humanity and divinity in the one redeemer,
the "one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5). These early Christian
commentators also looked to the Pastorals, where Pauline authorship was assumed, for important ethical and
moral teaching, as well as explicit qualifications for choosing church leaders and guidelines for overseeing
the work and behavior of widows. Chief among the Eastern commentators and widely excerpted throughout
this volume is John Chrysostom, praised for his pastoral insight and shrewd, generous empathy with the
apostle Paul. Other Greek commentators whose works are cited include Theodoret of Cyr, Theodore of
Mopsuestia, Severian of Gabala, Ignatius of Antioch, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria,
Athanasius, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nazianzus and Gregory of Nyssa. Among Western commentators
Augustine dominates. His work is joined by that of Ambrosiaster, Pelagius, Jerome, Hippolytus, Tertullian,
Novatian, Cyprian of Carthage, Hilary of Poitiers and Ambrose, among others. Of particular interest for their
ascetical and devotional insight are works from Syrian and Egyptian churches, including Aphrahat, Ephrem
the Syrian, Isaac of Nineveh and Philoxenus of Mabbug. This volume opens up a treasure house of ancient
wisdom that allows these faithful witnesses, some appearing here in English translation for the first time, to
speak with eloquence and intellectual acumen to the church today.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Parks:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians,
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians,
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Catherine Riddle:

The book Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus,
Philemon to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

Katherine Khan:

Here thing why this kind of Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians,
Timothy, Titus, Philemon are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but
it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ancient
Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus,
Philemon in e-book can be your alternative.

William Bottoms:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold



on guys this aren't like that. This Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians,
Timothy, Titus, Philemon book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture:
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy,
Titus, Philemon is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?
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