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Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne met in 1850 and enjoyed for sixteen months an intense but brief
friendship. Taking advantage of new interpretive tools such as queer theory, globalist studies, political and
social ideology, marketplace analysis, psychoanalytical and philosophical applications to literature,
masculinist theory, and critical studies of race, the twelve essays in this book focus on a number of
provocative personal, professional, and literary ambiguities existing between the two writers.

Jana L. Argersinger and Leland S. Person introduce the volume with a lively summary of the known
biographical facts of the two writers' relationship and an overview of the relevant scholarship to date. Some
of the essays that follow broach the possibility of sexual dimensions to the relationship, a question that
"looms like a grand hooded phantom" over the field of Melville-Hawthorne studies. Questions of influence--
Hawthorne's on Moby-Dick and Pierre and Melville's on The Blithedale Romance, to mention only the most
obvious instances--are also discussed. Other topics covered include professional competitiveness; Melville s
search for a father figure; masculine ambivalence in the marketplace; and political-literary aspects of
nationalism, transcendentalism, race, and other defining issues of Hawthorne and Melville's times.

Roughly half of the essays focus on biographical issues; the others take literary perspectives. The essays are
informed by a variety of critical approaches, as well as by new historical insights and new understandings of
the possibilities that existed for male friendships in nineteenth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Blalock:

This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Arthur Poulsen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Hawthorne and Melville:
Writing a Relationship is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Johnny Hoffman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Hawthorne and Melville:
Writing a Relationship as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that
can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

John Hagen:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship when you needed it?
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