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This book investigates architecture as a form of diplomacy in the context of the Second World War at six
major European international and national expositions that took place between 1937 and 59. The volume
gives a fascinating account of architecture assuming the role of the carrier of war-related messages, some of
them camouflaged while others quite frank. The famous standoffs between the Stalinist Russia and the Nazi
Germany in Paris 1937, or the juxtaposition of the USSR and USA pavilions in Brussels 1958, are examples
of very explicit shows of force. The book also discusses some less known-and more subtle-messages,
revealed through an examination of several additional pavilions in both Paris and Brussels; of a series of
expositions in Moscow; of the Universal Exhibition in Rome that was planned to open in 1942; and of the
London s South Bank Exposition of 1951: all of them related, in one way or another, to either an anticipation
of the global war or to its horrific aftermaths. A critical assessment of three pre-World War II American
expositions indicates a significant difference in the attitude of American commissioners, who were less
attuned to the looming war than their European counterparts.
The book provides a novel assessment of modern architecture s involvement with national representation.
Whether in the service of Fascist Italy or of Imperial Japan, of Republican Spain or of the post-war
Franquista regime, of the French Popular Front or of socialist Yugoslavia, of the arising FRG or of capitalist
USA, of Stalinist Russia or of post-colonial Britain, exposition architecture during the period in question was
driven by a deep faith in its ability to represent ideology. The book argues that this widespread confidence in
architecture s ability to act as a propaganda tool was one of the reasons why Modernist architecture lent itself
to the service of such different masters.
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From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Architecture of Great Expositions
1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) book as this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

David Bergeron:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace,
Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Shea Cross:

Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of
Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Jessie Loudermilk:

This Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little digest in reading this Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of
Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) can be the light food in your case because the



information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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