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The scandal over modern music has not died down. While paintings by Pablo Picasso and Jackson Pollock
sell for a hundred million dollars or more, shocking musical works from Stravinsky's Rite of Spring onward
still send ripples of unease through audiences. At the same time, the influence of modern music can be felt
everywhere. Avant-garde sounds populate the soundtracks of Hollywood thrillers. Minimalist music has had
a huge effect on rock, pop, and dance music from the Velvet Underground onward. Alex Ross, the brilliant
music critic for The New Yorker, shines a bright light on this secret world, and shows how it has pervaded
every corner of twentieth century life.
 
The Rest Is Noise takes the reader inside the labyrinth of modern sound. It tells of maverick personalities
who have resisted the cult of the classical past, struggled against the indifference of a wide public, and defied
the will of dictators. Whether they have charmed audiences with the purest beauty or battered them with the
purest noise, composers have always been exuberantly of the present, defying the stereotype of classical
music as a dying art.
 
Ross, in this sweeping and dramatic narrative, takes us from Vienna before the First World War to Paris in
the twenties, from Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia to downtown New York in the sixties and seventies.
We follow the rise of mass culture and mass politics, of dramatic new technologies, of hot and cold wars, of
experiments, revolutions, riots, and friendships forged and broken. In the tradition of Simon Schama's The
Embarrassment of Riches and Louis Menand's The Metaphysical Club, the end result is not so much a
history of twentieth-century music as a history of the twentieth century through its music.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth
Century as your daily resource information.

Jake Leslie:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

John Lambeth:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Joshua Miner:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just searching for the The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century when you
required it?
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