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Tells how one American Indian tribe survived despite overwhelming challenges

In 1870, the Bitterroot Salish Indians—called “Flatheads” by the first white explorers to encounter
them—were a small tribe living on the western slope of the Northern Rocky Mountains in Montana
Territory. Pressures on the Salish were intensifying during this time, from droughts and dwindling resources
to aggressive neighboring tribes and Anglo-American expansion. In 1891, the economically impoverished
Salish accepted government promises of assistance and retreated to the Flathead Reservation, more than sixty
miles from their homeland.

In Getting Good Crops, Robert J. Bigart examines the full range of available sources to explain how the
Salish survived into the twentieth century, despite their small numbers, their military disadvantages, and the
aggressive invasion of white settlers who greedily devoured their land and its natural resources.

Bigart argues that a key to the survival of the Salish, from the early nineteenth century onward, was their
diplomatic agility and willingness to form strategic alliances and friendships with non-Salish peoples. In
doing so, the Salish navigated their way through multiple crises, relying more on their wits than on force.
The Salish also took steps to sustain themselves economically. Although hunting and gathering had been
their mainstay for centuries, the Salish began farming — “getting good crops” — to feed themselves because
buffalo were becoming increasingly scarce.

Raised on the Flathead Reservation himself, the author is seeking to convey the Salish story from their
perspective, despite the paucity of written Salish testimony. What emerges is a picture — both inspiring and
heartbreaking—  of a people maintaining autonomy against all odds.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

The book Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot
Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Getting
Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians,
1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of
the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
book?

Kenneth Sisk:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can
do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic
Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American
Indian) to read.

Michael Blossom:

The ability that you get from Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the
Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival
Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Getting
Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians,
1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) instantly.



Ronald Kleiman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana
Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) when you desired it?
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