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Brotherhood of the light follows the lives of three men from one family who lived in different centuries but
were inexorably bound by the legacy of a cross that was brought from the Old World to the New. A relic that
had come to prominence at the battle for Granada, when Spain united to expel the Moors. Descendents of
Sephardic Jews who fled the Inquisition in Spain, the family joined Los Hermanos Penitentes. This secretive
society of lay Catholic men in Northern New Mexico, who believe in emulating Christ's Passion, his trial, his
walk, and his suffering on the cross at the end ofeach Lenten season, was used for a dozen generations as a
shield by the family to disguise their Crypto-Jewish identity while they struggled with the legacy bestowed
upon them. John Castillo lives in this century, and is in search of the cross which had become lost two-
hundred years before. Spiritually, he is devoid of a true set of beliefs, as he is one who knows of the family's
past through inherited oral history. He is conflicted with who he is. Is he Catholic, or is he Jewish? Is he
something because he was born into it, or is he something because he believes? The others in John's long
family history include Ramon Bemal de Castilla, a Sephardic Jew who leaves Spain in the 1590's as a
reluctant Conquistador, joins Juan de Onate's troops to settle Nuevo Mexico, and is the first keeper of the
cross that originated in the forges of Castile. And, Andres Castillo, a boy ofthirteen in the early 1800's taken
as a slave by Navajo raiders. Having hid the cross in a desperate attempt to save it, he returns decades later to
the hiding place with his son and grandsons as a tribute to the spiritual wealth it has brought to them all.
Moving seamlessly between the past and present, weaving together the intricacies of religious
fundamentalism, unwavering faith, and a true passion for knowing one's past, Ray Michael Baca takes us on
a journey into the stark, beautiful desert, and the romantic valley of the Rio Grande, where Spanish dreams
and Native souls have clashed and then lived as neighbors for 400 years. Ray Michael Baca was born in
Albuquerque, New Mexico in 1959, and he grew up in the small town of Bernalillo. He attended Navajo
Community College in Tsaile, Arizona, and earned both Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees
from Regis University; a Jesuit university in Denver, Colorado. On leaving New Mexico in 1988, he
contended,"I have been trying to make my way back home ever since."
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From reader reviews:

Drew Poland:

This book untitled Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New
Mexico to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Steve Teegarden:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the
Crypto-Jews of New Mexico can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Hope Giles:

This Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange
word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the
Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it
is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right
but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?

Shelia Sepulveda:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Brotherhood of the Light: A novel
about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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