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We are born crying, but those cries signal the first stirring of
language. Within a year or so, infants master the sound system of their language; a
few years after that, they are engaging in conversations. This remarkable,
species-specific ability to acquire any human language -- "the language
faculty" -- raises important biological questions about language, including how
it has evolved. This book by two distinguished scholars -- a computer scientist and
a linguist -- addresses the enduring question of the evolution of language.

Robert Berwick and Noam Chomsky explain that until recently the
evolutionary question could not be properly posed, because we did not have a clear
idea of how to define "language" and therefore what it was that had
evolved. But since the Minimalist Program, developed by Chomsky and others, we know
the key ingredients of language and can put together an account of the evolution of
human language and what distinguishes us from all other
animals.

Berwick and Chomsky discuss the biolinguistic perspective
on language, which views language as a particular object of the biological world;
the computational efficiency of language as a system of thought and understanding;
the tension between Darwin's idea of gradual change and our contemporary
understanding about evolutionary change and language; and evidence from nonhuman
animals, in particular vocal learning in songbirds.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

The particular book Why Only Us: Language and Evolution will bring one to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book Why Only Us: Language and Evolution is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Helen Samuel:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Why Only
Us: Language and Evolution.

Laurel Ramer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Why Only Us: Language and Evolution,
you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Marion Richey:

Beside this particular Why Only Us: Language and Evolution in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Why Only
Us: Language and Evolution because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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