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Part road-trip comedy and part social science experiment, a scientist and a journalist “shed fascinating light
on what makes us laugh and why” (New York Post).

Two guys. Nineteen experiments. Five continents. 91,000 miles. The Humor Code follows the madcap
adventures and oddball experiments of Professor Peter McGraw and writer Joel Warner as they discover the
secret behind what makes things funny. In their search, they interview countless comics, from Doug
Stanhope to Louis CK and travel across the globe from Norway to New York, from Palestine to the Amazon.
It’s an epic quest, both brainy and harebrained, that culminates at the world’s largest comedy festival where
the pair put their hard-earned knowledge to the test.

For the first time, they have established a comprehensive theory that answers the question “what makes
things funny?” Based on original research from the Humor Research Lab (HuRL) at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, and the pair’s experiences across the globe, The Humor Code explains the secret behind
winning the New Yorker cartoon caption contest, why some dead baby jokes are funnier than others, and
whether laughter really is the best medicine.

Hilarious, surprising, and sometimes even touching, The Humor Code “lays out a convincing theory about
how humor works, and why it’s an essential survival mechanism” (Mother Jones).
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

This The Humor Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Humor Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things
Funny can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Humor Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Eric Baur:

The Humor Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Humor
Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kelly Spinney:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Humor Code: A Global
Search for What Makes Things Funny can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Bradley Ray:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Humor Code: A Global Search for What Makes Things Funny can
make you sense more interested to read.
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