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A stirring account of the most influential battle in history For millennia, Carthage's triumph over Rome at
Cannae in 216 B.C. has inspired reverence and awe. It was the battle that countless armies tried to imitate,
most notably in World Wars I and II, the battle that obsessed legendary military minds. Yet no general ever
matched Hannibal's most unexpected, innovative, and brutal military victory-the costliest day of combat for
any army in history. Robert L. O'Connell, one of the most admired names in military history, now tells the
whole story of Cannae for the first time, giving us a stirring account of this apocalyptic battle of the Second
Punic War, and its causes and consequences. O'Connell shows how a restive Rome amassed a giant army to
punish Carthage's masterful commander, who had dealt them deadly blows at Trebia and Lake Trasimene,
and how Hannibal outwitted enemies that outnumbered him. O'Connell describes Hannibal's strategy of
blinding his opponents with sun and dust, enveloping them in a deadly embrace and sealing their escape,
before launching a massive knife fight that would kill 48,000 men in close contact. The Ghosts of Cannae
then brilliantly conveys how this disastrous pivot point in Rome's history ultimately led to the republic's
resurgence and the creation of its empire. Piecing together decayed shreds of ancient reportage, the author
paints powerful portraits of the leading players: Hannibal, resolutely sane and uncannily strategic; Varro,
Rome's co-consul who was so scapegoated for the loss; and Scipio Africanus, the surviving (and self-
promoting) Roman military tribune who would one day pay back Hannibal at Zama in North Africa. Finally,
O'Connell reveals how Cannae's legend has inspired and haunted military leaders ever since, and the lessons
it teaches for our own wars. Superbly researched and written with wit and erudition, The Ghosts of Cannae is
the definitive account of a battle whose history continues to resonate.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Ashley Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the
Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Brain West:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Ghosts of
Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Ronald Johnson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest
Hour of the Roman Republic to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of
the Roman Republic can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of their time.
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