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From a psychiatric ward, Melissa Baker tells her story.
Melissa lives with her mother, father, brother and Melissa’s imaginary friend, Dawn. To the outside world
her family look perfectly normal but behind closed doors they have a secret – Melissa’s father is a raging
alcoholic who abuses his daughter.
As time goes on Dawn becomes much more than just an imaginary friend, she develops into Melissa’s way
of coping.
Melissa believes she leaves Dawn to endure her father’s abuse so she doesn’t have to accept it was she,
herself, who suffered. As a result her life becomes a roller-coaster ride and self-destruction leads her to end
up in a psychiatric unit. She is diagnosed with a mental illness but goes on to appear to recover and lead an
outwardly normal life, meeting a man and having children. All is not as it seems though; her partner is a
controlling brute.
At thirty years old she picks up the courage to leave him. Life is good for a while but the stress of being a
single mum soon gets on top of Melissa resulting in her becoming complacent with her medication once
again. Dawn, Melissa’s alter ego, creeps back into Melissa’s life, sucking her into a world of addiction. As a
result Melissa loses a socially accepted job at her children’s school and returns to her former profession,
prostitution.
As the children grow up, Melissa finds herself having an affair with Danny, a married man who promises to
leave his wife.
A few years on and still in the same predicament, Melissa discovers her mother is dying. The situation
provokes Melissa’s married man to finally leave his wife.
A few weeks after Melissa mother dies she finds out she is pregnant with Danny’s baby. Both of them are
delighted but there is more trouble around the corner. Melissa and her brother find out that their mother’s
partner, Michael, has cunningly stolen their inheritance.
Broken-hearted, Melissa wants answers. One night she finds herself at her late mother’s house where the
pain of the past drives her to stab Michael to death.
Her lawyer proves diminished responsibility, explaining why Melissa is re-counting her story from the
psychiatric ward. She claimed Dawn had come back because she stopped taking her medication caused by
the overwhelming sadness she felt after losing her mum. That, mixed with hormonal influences from the
pregnancy, caused the return of her dissociative disorder.
As we re-join Melissa in the room she tells her story from, we realise she is not being released at all and has
been institutionalised indefinitely. Danny does not exist and rather than going home she is actually being
moved to a long term, high dependency psychiatric unit.
We leave Melissa nursing a doll, believing it to be her baby. In reality she conceived while working as a
prostitute but lost the baby shortly after.
At the end of the story the reader is left to decide if Melissa was really ill or just plain deviously cunning.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book In Two Minds: How does a girl from an average middle-class
family grow up to be a cold-blooded murderer? it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Mary Block:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like In Two Minds: How does a girl
from an average middle-class family grow up to be a cold-blooded murderer? which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Shad Broussard:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This In Two Minds: How does a girl from an average
middle-class family grow up to be a cold-blooded murderer? can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Phyllis Walters:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is In
Two Minds: How does a girl from an average middle-class family grow up to be a cold-blooded murderer?.
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