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A "behind the music" story without parallel
John Hammond is one of the most charismatic figures in American music, a man who put on record much of
the music we cherish today. Dunstan Prial's biography presents Hammond's life as a gripping story of music,
money, fame, and racial conflict, played out in the nightclubs and recording studios where the music was
made.

A pioneering producer and talent spotter, Hammond discovered and championed some of the most gifted
musicians of early jazz—Billie Holliday, Count Basie, Charlie Christian, Benny Goodman--and staged the
legendary "From Spirituals to Swing" concert at Carnegie Hall in 1939, which established jazz as America's
indigenous music. Then as jazz gave way to pop and rock Hammond repeated the trick, discovering Bob
Dylan, Aretha Franklin, Bruce Springsteen, and Stevie Ray Vaughan in his life's extraordinary second act.

Dunstan Prial shows Hammond's life to be an effort to push past his privileged upbringing and encounter
American society in all its rough-edged vitality. A Vanderbilt on his mother's side, Hammond grew up in a
mansion on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. As a boy, he would sneak out at night and go uptown to
Harlem to hear jazz in speakeasies. As a young man, he crusaded for racial equality in the music world and
beyond. And as a Columbia Records executive—a dapper figure behind the glass of the recording studio or
in a crowded nightclub—he saw music as the force that brought whites and blacks together and expressed
their shared sense of life's joys and sorrows. This first biography of John Hammond is also a vivid and up-
close account of great careers in the making: Bob Dylan recording his first album with Hammond for $402,
Bruce Springsteen showing up at Hammond's office carrying a beat-up acoustic guitar without a case. In
Hammond's life, the story of American music is at once personal and epic: the story of a man at the center of
things, his ears wide open.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The
Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ilene Venne:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul
of American Music seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Producer: John Hammond and the
Soul of American Music is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with
the book The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Sadie McBride:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your
case but the problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Producer:
John Hammond and the Soul of American Music is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Francis King:

You can find this The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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