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Field Notes reconstructs the origins and trajectory of area studies in the United States, focusing on Middle
East studies from the 1920s to the 1980s. Drawing on extensive archival research, Zachary Lockman shows
how the Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Ford foundations played key roles in conceiving, funding, and launching
postwar area studies, expecting them to yield a new kind of interdisciplinary knowledge that would advance
the social sciences while benefiting government agencies and the American people. Lockman argues,
however, that these new academic fields were not simply a product of the Cold War or an instrument of the
American national security state, but had roots in shifts in the humanities and the social sciences over the
interwar years, as well as in World War II sites and practices.

This book explores the decision-making processes and visions of knowledge production at the foundations,
the Social Science Research Council, and others charged with guiding the intellectual and institutional
development of Middle East studies. Ultimately, Field Notes uncovers how area studies as an academic field
was actually built—a process replete with contention, anxiety, dead ends, and consequences both
unanticipated and unintended.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United
States. Try to stumble through book Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Courtney Cook:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Field Notes: The Making of
Middle East Studies in the United States. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Katie Barry:

The actual book Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Field Notes: The
Making of Middle East Studies in the United States is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Charles Brewster:

Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Field Notes: The Making of Middle East Studies in the United States but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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