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A deeply rendered self-portrait of a lifelong surfer by the acclaimed New Yorker writer

Barbarian Days is William Finnegan’s memoir of an obsession, a complex enchantment. Surfing only looks
like a sport. To initiates, it is something else entirely: a beautiful addiction, a demanding course of study, a
morally dangerous pastime, a way of life. Raised in California and Hawaii, Finnegan started surfing as a
child. He has chased waves all over the world, wandering for years through the South Pacific, Australia,
Asia, Africa. A bookish boy, and then an excessively adventurous young man, he went on to become a
distinguished writer and war reporter. Barbarian Days takes us deep into unfamiliar worlds, some of them
right under our noses—off the coasts of New York and San Francisco. It immerses the reader in the edgy
camaraderie of close male friendships annealed in challenging waves.

Finnegan shares stories of life in a whitesonly gang in a tough school in Honolulu even while his closest
friend was a Hawaiian surfer. He shows us a world turned upside down for kids and adults alike by the social
upheavals of the 1960s. He details the intricacies of famous waves and his own apprenticeships to them.
Youthful folly—he drops LSD while riding huge Honolua Bay, on Maui—is served up with rueful humor.
He and a buddy, their knapsacks crammed with reef charts, bushwhack through Polynesia. They discover,
while camping on an uninhabited island in Fiji, one of the world’s greatest waves. As Finnegan’s travels take
him ever farther afield, he becomes an improbable anthropologist: unpicking the picturesque simplicity of a
Samoan fishing village, dissecting the sexual politics of Tongan interactions with Americans and Japanese,
navigating the Indonesian black market while nearly succumbing to malaria. Throughout, he surfs, carrying
readers with him on rides of harrowing, unprecedented lucidity.

Barbarian Days is an old-school adventure story, an intellectual autobiography, a social history, a literary
road movie, and an extraordinary exploration of the gradual mastering of an exacting, little understood art.
Today, Finnegan’s surfing life is undiminished. Frantically juggling work and family, he chases his
enchantment through Long Island ice storms and obscure corners of Madagascar.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life as your daily resource
information.

Kurtis Henry:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life, you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Deloris Wagner:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may
pick Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life become your own starter.

Thomas Moore:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you is Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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