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The Treaty of Paris in 1783 formally ended the American Revolutionary War, but it was the pivotal
campaigns and battles of 1781 that decided the final outcome. 1781 was one of those rare years in American
history when the future of the nation hung by a thread, and only the fortitude, determination, and sacrifice of
its leaders and citizenry ensured its survival. By 1781, America had been at war with the world's strongest
empire for six years with no end in sight. British troops occupied key coastal cities, from New York to
Savannah, and the Royal Navy prowled the waters off the American coast. The remaining Patriot forces
hunkered down in the hinterland, giving battle only at opportunities when British columns ventured near. But
after several harsh winters, and the failure of the nascent government to adequately supply the troops, the
American army was fast approaching the breaking point. The number of Continental soldiers had shrunk to
less than 10,000, and the three-year enlistments of many of those remaining were about to expire. Mutinies
began to emerge in the Continental Army's ranks, and it was only the arrival of French troops that provided a
ray of hope for the American cause.
In a shift of strategy given the stalemate between New York and Philadelphia, the British began to prioritize
the south. After shattering the American army under Horatio Gates at Camden, South Carolina, the British
army under Lord Cornwallis appeared unstoppable, and was poised to regain the Carolinas, Georgia, and
Virginia for the Crown. However, when General Nathaniel Greene arrived to take command of Patriot forces
in the south, he was able to gradually turn the tables. By dividing his own forces, he forced the British to
divide theirs, dissipating their juggernaut and forcing Cornwallis to confront a veritable hydra of resistance.
1781 was a year of battles, as the Patriot Morgan defeated the notorious Tarleton and his Loyal legion at
Cowpens. Then Greene suffered defeat at Guilford Courthouse, only to rally his forces and continue to fight
on in the Carolinas and Georgia, assisted by such luminaries as Francis Marion, the "Swamp Fox," and
"Light Horse Harry" Lee. Rather than continuing his campaign in the Carolinas,  Cornwallis marched his
exhausted army to Yorktown on the Peninsula, upon which the combined American and French armies under
the command of General Washington, and Admiral De Grasse's French fleet  all converged. On October 19,
1781, Cornwallis surrendered his weary and bloodied army.
In this book, Robert Tonsetic provides a detailed analysis of the key battles and campaigns of 1781,
supported by numerous eyewitness accounts from privates to generals in the American, French, and British
armies. He also describes the diplomatic efforts underway in Europe during 1781, as well as the Continental
Congress's actions to resolve the immense financial, supply, and personnel problems involved in maintaining
an effective fighting army in the field. With its focus on the climactic year of the war, 1781 is a valuable
addition to the literature on the American Revolution, providing readers with a clearer understanding of how
America, just barely, with fortitude and courage, retrieved its independence in the face of great odds.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reyes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled 1781: The Decisive Year of the Revolutionary War. Try to the actual
book 1781: The Decisive Year of the Revolutionary War as your pal. It means that it can for being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kristi Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving 1781: The Decisive Year of the
Revolutionary War that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick 1781: The Decisive Year of the Revolutionary War become your starter.

Richard Eby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims 1781: The Decisive
Year of the Revolutionary War.

Doug Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the 1781: The Decisive Year of the Revolutionary War when you desired it?
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