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"Beyond the Binary offers a coherently presented collection of uniformly strong essays that speak to what is
perhaps the most widely discussed, contested and conflicted topic in the study of US culture. It joins the
growing body of work that seeks to move beyond identity politics and racial essentialism to formulate racial
identity as a more complex series of social, cultural and political gestures." -Priscilla Wald, author of
Constituting Americans: Cultural Anxiety and Narrative Form and Constituting Americans

Cultural studies have reached a theoretical impasse. As scholars continue to topple the previously entrenched
concept of Eurocentrism, this field has fragmented into works covering many separate cultural enclaves. In
the first wave of this "post-Eurocentric" scholarship, a binary model ensued, using the designations of "Self"
and "Other:" i.e., black/white, gay/straight. This model, however, also has found disfavor. As a result, recent
scholarship has focused on a single group studied in isolation.

What is needed is a new critical phase of reconstruction that will bring discussion of these disparate cultural
enclaves back into a more organized, critical sphere. Researchers must have the necessary conceptual tools
so they can study the ways in which cultures overlap, intersect, or else violently conflict with one another.

Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity in a Multicultural Context addresses this theoretical
impasse by proposing new critical models that fully engage the dilemmas posed by multiculturalism. Rather
than becoming entangled in the polarizing rhetoric of the culture wars, these essays are firmly grounded in
the lived perplexities of specific historical moments. One piece, for example, considers the cultural identity
of "freaks" exhibited in P. T. Barnum's circus, the contested place of hemophiliacs within Queer Nation, and
"white" working-class musicians who proudly proclaim themselves to be "black lesbians."

Beyond the Binary is meant to be read in its entirety as a many-voiced narrative dedicated to bringing the
divisions within cultural studies back into contact with one another. By doing so, Powell ushers in a new era
of multicultural analysis that recognizes the historical existence of racism, yet also acknowledges the
dynamic fluidity of cultural identity.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Douglas:

In other case, little people like to read book Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a
Multicultural Context. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a Multicultural
Context. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Robin Castillo:

The book Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a Multicultural Context can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a Multicultural Context? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural
Identity In a Multicultural Context has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Phillis Ries:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a Multicultural Context your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural
Identity In a Multicultural Context giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Miguel Sherman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as



compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity In a Multicultural Context can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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