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The crippling custom of footbinding is the thematic touchstone for Judy Yung's engrossing study of Chinese
American women during the first half of the twentieth century. Using this symbol of subjugation to examine
social change in the lives of these women, she shows the stages of "unbinding" that occurred in the decades
between the turn of the century and the end of World War II.

The setting for this captivating history is San Francisco, which had the largest Chinese population in the
United States. Yung, a second-generation Chinese American born and raised in San Francisco, uses an
impressive range of sources to tell her story. Oral history interviews, previously unknown autobiographies,
both English- and Chinese-language newspapers, government census records, and exceptional photographs
from public archives and private collections combine to make this a richly human document as well as an
illuminating treatise on race, gender, and class dynamics.

While presenting larger social trends Yung highlights the many individual experiences of Chinese American
women, and her skill as an oral history interviewer gives this work an immediacy that is poignant and
effective. Her analysis of intraethnic class rifts—a major gap in ethnic history—sheds important light on the
difficulties that Chinese American women faced in their own communities. Yung provides a more accurate
view of their lives than has existed before, revealing the many ways that these women—rather than being
passive victims of oppression—were active agents in the making of their own history.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mac Cutter:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese
Women in San Francisco will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Green:

Typically the book Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Unbound Feet: A Social History of
Chinese Women in San Francisco is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Eric Green:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the particular book you have read is definitely Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese
Women in San Francisco.
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