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Most students of history assume that the age of the "warlord popes" ended with the Renaissance, but, long
after the victory of Catholic powers at the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, the Papacy continued to entangle itself
in martial affairs. The Vatican participated in six major military campaigns between 1796 and 1870, flew the
papal flag over a warship as late as 1878, and during the Second World War mobilized more than 2,000 of its
own troops to defend the Pope.

David Alvarez now opens up this little-known aspect of the Papacy in the first general history of the papal
armed forces. His is the first book in English to provide a comprehensive chronicle of the modern Vatican's
military and security forces from 1796, when the armies of revolutionary France invaded the Papal States,
through the wars for unification, to the present-day deployment of modern weapons, technology, and skills to
protect the Holy Father and the Vatican from terrorists and assassins.

Most papal histories make little reference to military affairs, while the few that address them do so only in
passing or focus narrowly on particular units or campaigns. Alvarez’s history expands our understanding of
the Papacy's military through the exceptional research he has done as the first American scholar to gain
access to the archive of the Pontifical Swiss Guard and the modern military records in the Vatican Secret
Archive. He is also the first historian of any nationality to use the records of the Vatican Gendarmeria.

Alvarez chronicles the exploits of the Vatican's military leaders and soldiers in their campaigns and battles,
focusing on how those units under the Pope’s authority—including the Vatican navy—engaged in actual
military operations. He also deals extensively with the Vatican Gendarmeria as well as the Pope’s Noble
Guards, Palatine Guards, and Swiss Guards, describing their distinctive responsibilities and revealing the
competition and internal tensions that sometimes undermined the morale, preparedness, and cohesion of the
Pope's guards.

Filled with information that will surprise scholars of the Papacy and military historians alike, Alvarez’s
highly original work illuminates a shadowy corner of Vatican history and will fascinate all readers interested
in the role of the church in the broader world.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

Melvin Loch:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Pope's
Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cary Freeman:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer associated with The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern
Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anthony Carter:

This The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using
great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not



ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?
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