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Although Lewis Mumford is widely acknowledged as the seminal American critic of architecture and
urbanism in the twentieth century, he is less known for his art criticism. He began contributing to this field in
the early 1920s, and his influence peaked between 1932 and 1937, when he was art critic for the New Yorker.
This book, for the first time, assembles Mumford's important art criticism in a single volume. His columns
bring wit and insight to bear on a range of artists, from establishment figures like Matisse and Brancusi to
relatively new arrivals like Reginald Marsh and Georgia O'Keeffe. These articles provide an unusual window
onto the New York art scene just as it was casting off provincialism in favor of a more international outlook.
On a deeper level, the columns probe beneath the surface of modern art, revealing an alienation that
Mumford believed symptomatic of a larger cultural disintegration.
Many of the themes Mumford addresses overlap with those of his more familiar architectural criticism: the
guiding role of the past in stimulating creativity in the present, the increasing congestion of the modern
metropolis, the alarming lack of human control over modern technology, and the pressing need to restore
organic balance to everyday living. Though he was open to new movements emanating from Europe,
Mumford became the chief advocate of a progressive American modernism that was both socially aware and
formally inventive.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Mumford on Modern Art in the 1930s can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Alice Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mumford on Modern Art in the 1930s
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Chuck Deschenes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Mumford on
Modern Art in the 1930s.

Alex Santana:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Mumford on Modern Art in the 1930s when you required it?
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