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This new book focuses on events and people involved in the background of the Portsmouth Peace
Conference in August 1905. The interactions of several individuals had a profound impact on both the
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 as well as the peace conference. Profiled in the book are Jacob Schiff, a
powerful Jewish financier who provided the funding for Japan’s war loans and Korekiyo Takahashi, Japan’s
finance minister. These two men worked closely together and, 100 years later, their descendents remain
friends. Another important character was Kentaro Kaneko, a Harvard educated lawyer who had many
American friends and contacts. The Japanese government sent him the United States to develop relations
with Japan and he met regularly with President Roosevelt during the treaty negotiations. The author also
discusses the role of the two Russian negotiators, Sergey Witte and Roman Rosen, the latter a long-time
Russian diplomat in Japan, then ambassador to the United States. Blunt speaking, towering Witte was
disliked by Tsar Nicholas II, but remained the only capable Russian available to represent the country in
Portsmouth. Of course, another hero of the negotiations was President Theodore Roosevelt, whose back
channel diplomacy, working with Kaneko and pressuring Tsar Nicholas, helped to make the Treaty of
Portsmouth possible.
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From reader reviews:

James Connell:

The book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the Treaty of Portsmouth can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the Treaty of Portsmouth? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the Treaty of
Portsmouth has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Cain:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes
at the Treaty of Portsmouth was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Heroes and Friends: Behind the
Scenes at the Treaty of Portsmouth is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the Treaty of Portsmouth. You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

David McClure:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the
Treaty of Portsmouth can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Dorothea Profitt:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes at the Treaty
of Portsmouth was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Heroes and Friends:
Behind the Scenes at the Treaty of Portsmouth has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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