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This book is a hymn to the hand. In Prehension, Colin McGinn links questions from science to philosophical
concerns to consider something that we take for granted: the importance of the hand in everything we do.
Drawing on evolutionary biology, anatomy, archaeology, linguistics, psychology, and philosophy, among
other disciplines, McGinn examines the role of the hand in shaping human evolution. He finds that the
development of our capacity to grasp, to grip, to take hold (also known as prehension) is crucial in the
emergence of Homo sapiens.

The human species possesses language, rational thought, culture, and a specific affective capacity; but there
was a time when our ancestors had none of these. How did we become what we so distinctively are, given
our early origins? McGinn, following Darwin and others, calls the hand the source of our biological success.
When our remote ancestors descended from trees, they adopted a bipedal gait that left the hands free for
other work; they began to make tools, which led to social cooperation and increased brain capacity. But
McGinn goes further than others in arguing for the importance of the hand; he speculates that the hand
played a major role in the development of language, and presents a theory of primitive reference as an
outgrowth of prehension.

McGinn sings the praises of the hand, and evolution, in a philosophical key. He mixes biology,
anthropology, analytical philosophy, existential philosophy, sheer speculation, and utter amazement to
celebrate humans' achievement of humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

In other case, little persons like to read book Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new
book Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity. You can add information and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Linda Mays:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Prehension: The
Hand and the Emergence of Humanity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. The book untitled Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanityis a single of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Richard Dutton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence
of Humanity why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Carol Smith:

This Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity is great e-book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right
but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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