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A brilliant and courageous doctor reveals, in gripping accounts of true cases, the power and limits of
modern medicine.

Sometimes in medicine the only way to know what is truly going on in a patient is to operate, to look inside
with one's own eyes. This book is exploratory surgery on medicine itself, laying bare a science not in its
idealized form but as it actually is -- complicated, perplexing, and profoundly human.

Atul Gawande offers an unflinching view from the scalpel's edge, where science is ambiguous, information
is limited, the stakes are high, yet decisions must be made. In dramatic and revealing stories of patients and
doctors, he explores how deadly mistakes occur and why good surgeons go bad. He also shows us what
happens when medicine comes up against the inexplicable: an architect with incapacitating back pain for
which there is no physical cause; a young woman with nausea that won't go away; a television newscaster
whose blushing is so severe that she cannot do her job. Gawande offers a richly detailed portrait of the
people and the science, even as he tackles the paradoxes and imperfections inherent in caring for human
lives.

At once tough-minded and humane, Complications is a new kind of medical writing, nuanced and lucid,
unafraid to confront the conflicts and uncertainties that lie at the heart of modern medicine, yet always alive
to the possibilities of wisdom in this extraordinary endeavor.

Complications is a 2002 National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hart:

This Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science can bring when you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

James Melendez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an
Imperfect Science reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Complications: A Surgeon's
Notes on an Imperfect Science as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sharon Works:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science offer you a new experience in examining a
book.

Bernie Watts:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an
Imperfect Science is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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