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A magisterial work of gripping history, "City of Fortune" tells the story of the Venetian ascent from lagoon
dwellers to the greatest power in the Mediterranean - an epic five hundred year voyage that encompassed
crusade and trade, plague, sea battles and colonial adventure. In Venice, the path to empire unfolded in a
series of extraordinary contests - the sacking of Constantinople in 1204, the fight to the finish with Genoa
and a desperate defence against the Turks. Under the lion banner of St Mark, she created an empire of ports
and naval bases which funnelled the goods of the world through its wharfs. In the process the city became
the richest place on earth - a brilliant mosaic fashioned from what it bought, traded, borrowed and stole.
Based on first hand accounts of trade and warfare, seafaring and piracy and the places where Venetians
sailed and died, "City of Fortune" is narrative history at its finest. Beginning on Ascension Day in the year
1000 and ending with an explosion off the coast of Greece - and the calamitous news that the Portuguese had
pioneered a sea route to India - it will fascinate anyone who loves Venice and the Mediterranean world.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

The book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book City of
Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Butcher:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval
Empire has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and
Lost a Naval Empire is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together
with the book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire. You never experience lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Jared Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Michael Sherman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book City of Fortune: How Venice Won and Lost a
Naval Empire was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book City of Fortune: How
Venice Won and Lost a Naval Empire has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not



at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.
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