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Chaim Gans's A Political Theory for the Jewish People examines the two dominant interpretations of
Zionism, contrasts them with post-Zionist alternatives, and develops a third model. Along with exploring the
historiographic, philosophical and moral foundations of each of these approaches, Gans considers their
implications for the relationship between Jews and Arabs in Israel/Palestine as well as the relationship
between Israeli and diasporic Jews.

Proprietary Zionism, Gans argues, is the version that is most popular among the Israeli Jewish public. It
conceives of the land of Israel/historic Palestine as the property of the Jewish people. It also conceives of the
entire Jewish people as belonging to Israel. Hierarchical Zionism is common among Israel's educated elites
and interprets the Jewish right to self-determination as a right to hegemony within the Israeli state. It remains
silent on the issue of the relationship between Israeli and non-Israeli Jews. Post-Zionist approaches,
conversely, thoroughly reject these Zionist narratives regarding Jewish history and critique the rationale for
the continued existence of the state of Israel as a Jewish state.

Gans disagrees with all of these approaches, and in their stead advocates egalitarian Zionism, which is based
on an egalitarian interpretation of the right to national self-determination and derives from the justifications
for Zionism in its early years. As such, it interprets the historical link between the Jews and the land of Israel
in terms of identity rather than property. It also views the link between Israel and world Jewry as a matter of
choice for individual Jews--not as a matter of necessity, inextricably bound to their essence as Jews. He sees
it as preferable to both the dominant strands of Zionism but also to the major contemporary anti-Zionist
approaches: first, that of the Israeli post-Zionists offering a civic or post-colonial vision of a non-Jewish
state, and, secondly, that of the mostly American post-Zionists who have a neo-diasporic vision for both
Israeli and non-Israeli Jews in which the connection to the land of Israel is loose at best. Ultimately, the book
argues that egalitarian Zionism is superior to its rivals both in the authenticity of its relationship to Jewish
history and in its implications for denizens of Israeland Jews around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

In other case, little people like to read book A Political Theory for the Jewish People. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book A
Political Theory for the Jewish People. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Austin Lawrence:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this A
Political Theory for the Jewish People.

Benjamin Manno:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific A Political Theory for the Jewish People can
give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Political Theory for the Jewish
People.

Roger Thomas:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It is identified as of book A Political Theory for the Jewish People. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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